CRAFTS

How to Read Crochet Symbol Charts-Tips for Beginners
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Crocheting is a versatile and rewarding craft that allows you to create a wide range of beautiful
and functional items, from cozy blankets to intricate lace doilies.

While many crocheters rely on written patterns, crochet symbol charts are another valuable tool
that can help you visualize your project and make it easier to follow complex patterns. If you're
new to crochet symbol charts, don’t worry.

This article will provide you with the essential tips and guidance you need to get started.
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What are Crochet Symbol Charts?
Crochet symbol charts are visual representations of crochet patterns. Instead of using words or
abbreviations, these charts use symbols to represent different stitches and techniques. Each

symbol corresponds to a specific crochet stitch or action, making it easier to see the pattern’s
structure at a glance.

Benefits of Using Crochet Symbol Charts

Visual Clarity: Crochet symbol charts provide a clear visual representation of the pattern,
making it easier to understand the stitch placement and flow of the project.

Universal Language: Crochet symbols are often universal, meaning you can use charts from
different sources and countries without worrying about language barriers.

Reduced Errors: The visual nature of charts helps reduce errors caused by misinterpreting
written instructions or abbreviations.

Complex Patterns: Crochet charts are especially useful for intricate patterns with multiple stitch
types, as they allow you to see how stitches are worked together more easily.
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Crochet Stitch Symbols

Basic Stitches Advanced Stitches
— = chain (ch)
. = slip stitch (sl st) /\ = sc2tog (sc dec)

-|— or X = single crochet (sc)

— /_}_\ = sc3tog

= half double crochet (hdc)

i A = dc2tog (dc dec)

= double crochet (dc)

- A = dc3tog

= treble crochet (tr)
o {D = 3-dc cluster
= double treble crochet (dtr) (D = 3-hdc cluster/puff st/
bobble
T @ = 5.d
= front post dc (FPdc) SPEPCEN
“T//? = 5-dc shell
= back post dc (BPdc)

60 =ch-3 picot
= worked in back loop only
= worked in front loop only

Crochet Symbol Charts
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How to Read Crochet Symbol Charts

Understand the Key
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Before you begin working with a crochet'symbol'chart, familiarize yourself with the chart’s key
or legend. This key will explain the meaning of each symbol used in the chart, so you'll know

which stitches or actions they represent. Common symbols include circles for single crochets,
“x” for double crochets, and “+” for chain stitches. Take the time to review the key thoroughly.

Start from the Bottom Right

In most crochet symbol charts, you'll start working from the bottom right corner and move from
right to left for right-handed crocheters. This is the opposite of how we typically read written
instructions or books. The starting point is often marked with a small arrow or number.

Follow the Chart Rows

Crochet symbol charts are typically divided into rows, just like your crochet project. Each row
represents one row of your work, and you’ll read them from the bottom row up. As you
complete each row in your current crocheting, mark it off on the chart to keep track of your
progress.

Use Colors or Highlighters

To make it even easier to read and follow your crochet symbol chart, consider using different
colors or highlighters. Assign a color to each type of stitch or symbol and fill in the
corresponding boxes on the chart. This visual aid can help you quickly spot where you need to
change stitches and maintain the pattern.

Pay Attention to Repeats

Many crochet symbol charts include repeat sections. If you see a section of the chart that's
enclosed by brackets or marked with a number, it indicates that you should repeat that portion
of the pattern a specified number of times. This can help you save time and ensure consistency
in your work.

Keep Practice in Mind

Reading crochet symbol charts can be a bit challenging at first, especially for beginners. Like
any skill, practice makes perfect. Start with simpler patterns and gradually work your way up to
more complex charts. Over time, you’ll become more comfortable with interpreting symbols and
charts.
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chain (ch) loop only (sc fio)

double crochet
single crochet (sc) front loop only

(dc fio)
half double crochet back post single
{hdc) crochet (BPsc)

back post half
double crochet (dc) double crochet

{BPhdc)

back post double
treble crochet (trc) crochet (BPdc)
double treble front post single
crochet (dtre) @“ crochet (FPsc)
crab stitch or frant post half
reverse single double crochet
crochet (FPhdc)
solomon’s knot or front post double
love stich crochet (FPdc)
single crochet back 2 single crochet
loop only (sc blo) shell (2sc shell)
half double crochet

3 single crochet
backloon onty shell (3sc shell)

thdec blo)

double crochet
back loop only
(dc blo)

2 half double
crochet shall
{2hdc shell)

single crochet front

half double crochet
slip stitch (sl st) front loop only
(hdc fio)

Crochet symbols

3 half double
crochet shell
(3hdc shell)

2 double crochet
shell (2dc shell)

i double crochet
shell (3dc shell)

3 double crochat
shell (3dc shell)
1de. ch 1,1 de shell /
2 de shell with

ch 1 space

1.de, ch 3,1 dc shell
/2 de shell with

ch 3 space

4 double crochet
shell (4dc shell)

2 dc. ch 1, 2 de shell
/4 de shell with
ch 1 space

5 double crochet
shell (5dc shell)

5 double crochet
shell (Sdc shelly

@_ 3 dc. ch 2, 3 dc shell

/ 6 dc shell with

ch 2 space
2 single crochet
closed together
(sc2tog)

Conclusion

Crochet symbol charts can be incredibly useful tools for crocheters, especially when working on
intricate or visually appealing projects. They offer a different perspective on patterns and can
make the crocheting process more enjoyable and efficient. By following these tips and practicing
regularly, you’ll soon become a pro at reading crochet symbol charts and have a whole new
world of crocheting possibilities at your fingertips. Happy crocheting!
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